First Sunday of Advent

NEWS & ANNOUNCEMENTS

UPCOMING EVENTS

CHILDREN'S CHRISTMAS PROGRAM:
Join us on Sunday, December gth during worship to hear our children
proclaim the Good News of God's greatest gift to us: Jesus Christ!

SALVATION ARMY BELL RINGING:
Messiah's Confirmation Class will be ringing the bells for Salvation Army
at the Aurora Mall on Friday, December 7th and Saturday, December 8th.
Come out to see them and support this great ministry in Aurora! ALL
funds gathered through the red kettle at the Aurora Mall stay in Hamilton
County and are used to help those in need. Thanks in advance for your
generosity!

CHRISTMAS CAROLING:
All of Messiah is invited as we bring Christmas cheer through Christmas
Caroling! Sunday, December gth from 4-6pm. We'll sing at our area
Nursing Homes and the homes of some of our Messiah home-bound
members and then join in cookies and hot chocolate afterward!
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MESSIAHEELUTHERAN

At Messiah, we are powered by God's Grace!
God's grace comes to us as we are.

.through that comprise the bread of Christ we share
and that gathers us into the one Body of Christ.

.through grapes that are poured out together in the Blood of Christ,
as we pour ourselves out into the world.

.through water that fills the baptismal font, washes us clean,
and embraces us as Children of God.

..through the Holy Spirit that lives within us as the breath of life
and that inspires us to live as grace-powered throughout the world.

Messiah Lutheran Church, ELCA

415 S. 18th St., Aurora, NE 68818
402-694-2017

www.messiahaurora.org
Senior Pastor - Rev. Sarah Ruch 402-833-8218
Pastor of Children, Youth & Family - Rev. Miles Ruch, Jr. 402-833-8219

1st Sunday of Advent
December 2, 2018
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A waun welcome te all today!

May this time of worship strengthen your
faith and desire to serve the Creator who
loves us with everlasting love in
Christ Jesus.

Children are welcome in this worship
service, and encouraged to participate in
any way they are able to. Teach the chil-
dren sitting around you how to use their

hymnals, bulletins, follow the screens, and
sing & speak loudly! We value the noise
made by our children!

Visitors, we are especially glad to see you.

Please come again!!

COMNECT

As disciples of Christ, we encourage
you to CONNECT with ministry
opportunities here at Messiah!

Please fill out a CONNECT
sheet today. After you've recorded
your name(s) and pertinent information,
please turn these sheets over and think
about the ways in which you can use the
gifts and talents given to you in the
ministry here at Messiah.

CONNECT sheets can be placed in the
offering plate as we give our gifts of time,
talent, and treasure to God.
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THIS WEEK AT MESSIAH

Sunday, December 2nd

9:00 am -- Worship, Choir & Baptism

10:15 am -- Sunday School
10:15 am -- Year of the Bible
6:00 pm -- Year of the Bible

Tuesday, December 3rd
8:30 am -- Moms in Prayer
11:30 am -- Quilters Luncheon

Wednesday, December 4th
6:30 pm -- Confirmation
7:00 pm -- Youth Group

7:00 pm -- First Place Bible Study

Saturday, December 8th
6:00 pm -- Concession at Theater

Sunday, December 9th
9:00 am -- Worship/Children’s
Christmas Program
10:15 am -- Cookies for
Sunday School Kids
10:15 am -- Year of the Bible
4:00pm-6:00pm —
Christmas Caroling
6:00 pm -- Year of the Bible

Ist Sunday of Advent

*PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Holy One, we give you thanks that in this bread and cup we have feasted again
on your endless love. Let that love overflow more and more in our lives, that we
may be messengers to prepare your way, harvesters of justice and righteous-
ness, and bearers of your eternal Word, our Savior Jesus Christ. Amen.

SENDING

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.

BLESSING

May God direct your ways in peace, make you abound in love for one another and
for all, and strengthen your hearts until the coming of our Lord Jesus. Almighty
God, Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. Amen.

DISMISSAL

Go in peace. Christ is with you.
Thanks be to God.

Copyright © 2018 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Litur-
gies Annual License #SAS000462.

New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright © 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of
the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved.
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With this bread and cup we remember your Word dwelling among us, full of grace
and truth. We remember our new birth in his death and resurrection. We look with
hope for his coming.

Come, Lord Jesus.

Holy God, we long for your Spirit.
Come among us.

Bless this meal.

May your Word take flesh in us.
Awaken your people.

Fill us with your light.

Bring the gift of peace on earth.
Come, Holy Spirit.

All praise and glory are yours,
Holy One of Israel,

Word of God incarnate,
Power of the Most High,

one God, now and forever.
Amen.

*LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and
the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

COMMUNION

DISTRIBUTION HYMNS Wh a't FeasELW487 L o\
Wake, Awake, f ®&LW486 ght
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Serving Us in Worship Today

Ushers: Delmar Peters Greeters: Allissa & Tony Marty
Bud Wall Sound Booth: David Olson

Youth Ushers: Daniel Helzer Video Recorder: Duane Katt
Brekyn Papineau PowerPoint: Caleb Ruch

Reader: Eric Dam Worship Asst: Diana Shaffer

Acolytes: Tyson Dvorak Coffee Bar Hosts: Lou Erpelding
Cooper Reeson
Musician: Beth Johnson

A Few Notes..

* Indicates congregation please stand if able.

Congregational responses are printed in BOLD type

ELW stands for ‘Evangelical Lutheran Worship'. This is the Cranberry
colored hymnal found in each pew. You are welcome to look up
our songs and liturgy in these hymnals, or follow along on the screens.

If a'p."is listed before the number, these are the small numbers found
on the lower corners of each page in the front of the hymnal. If a number is
simply listed, these are the large numbers found on the top corners
in the back half of the hymnal.

Communion today will be celebrated at the railing. You will be offered
unleavened bread and an individual cup of wine or white grape juice.
Gluten-free bread and Nut-free wafers are available from each server.
Please simply indicate to your server that this is needed.

We practice an open communion table at Messiah. If you are a baptized
child of God and believe that Jesus Christ is our Lord and Savior,

you are welcome at the table.
12/02/2018 3




First Sunday of Advent

......................................................................................................................................

GATHERING

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.
ANNOUNCEMENTS ELW p. 164
SONG OF THE ADVENT WREATH He Ca me EIDVM2A3n

He came down that we may have hope;
He came down that we may have hope;
He came down that we may have hope;
Hallelujah forevermore.
ADVENT WREATH LIGHTING 6th Grade Sunday School Students

Make me to know your ways, O Lord; teach me your paths. Lead me in your truth,
and teach me, for you are the God of my salvation; for you I wait all day long.

In the beginning was the Word--spoken and breathed, a promise made and kept.
Listen and hear: God's promise is true!

The Word was in the beginning and through him all things come into being.
Eternal and near at hand, already and not-yet, God's promise is the foundation
of all life.

Listen! Hear the covenant anew, giving voice to a future with /ope.
The first candle of the Advent Wreath is lit. This candle represents our HOPE.
SONG OF THE ADVENT WREATH He Ca me EIDM2&3n

He came down that we may have hope;

He came down that we may have hope;

He came down that we may have hope;
Hallelujah forevermore.
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Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

*PREFACE ELW p. 161

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, . . .
... we praise your name and join this life-giving feast.

*THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE ELW p. 162
Holy One, the beginning and the end, the giver of life:

Blessed are you for the birth of creation.

Blessed are you in the darkness and in the light.

Blessed are you for your promise to your people.

Blessed are you in the prophets’ hopes and dreams.
Blessed are you for Mary’s openness to your will.
Blessed are you for your Son Jesus, the Word made flesh.

In the night in which he was betrayed,

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Let us proclaim the mystery of faith:
Christ has died.

Christ is risen.

Christ will come again.

12/02/2018 13
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*PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

As we await the coming of Christ, we pray in hope for the church, the world, and all
of creation. . .

Each petition ends: ...Lord, in your mercy,

The congregation responds: ...hear our prayer.

Confident that the Holy Spirit intercedes for us, we bring to you these prayers and
those unspoken, in the name of Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.

*PEACE

The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

MEAL

God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.
OFFERING

OFFERING PRAYER

God of abundance, we bring before you the precious fruits of your creation,
and with them our very lives. Teach us patience and hope as we care for all
those in need until the coming of your Son, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

GREAT THANKSGIVING
*DIALOGUE ELW p. 161
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
12/02/2018 12
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*CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, the Lord of Israel who comes to set us free,

the mighty Savior who comes to show mercy, the Dawn from on high who guides us
into peace.
Amen.

Let us come before God in confession.

To you, O God,

we lift up our souls. You know us through and through; we confess our sins to
you. Remember not our sins; remember us with your steadfast love. Show us
your ways; teach us your paths; and lead us in justice and truth, for the sake of
your goodness in Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen.

Children of God, come with joy and draw water from the well of salvation. Remem-
ber the gift of baptism: your sin is washed away in the name of + Jesus; you belong
to Christ; you are anointed to serve. Stand up and raise your heads! The reign of God
is near.

Amen.

GREETING ELW p. 156

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy
Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

CANTICLE OF PRAISE ELW p. 159
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BAPTISM OF CHARLOTTE JO JENSEN
INTRODUCTION ELW p. 227

In baptism our gracious heavenly Father frees us from sin and death by joining us to
the death and resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ. We are born children of a fallen
humanity; by water and the Holy Spirit we are reborn children of God and made
members of the church, the body of Christ. Living with Christ and in the commun-
ion of saints, we grow in faith, love, and obedience to the will of God.
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GOSPEL Luke 21:25-36

The holy gospel according to Luke.
Glory to you, O Lord.

New Testament page 65

[Jesus said:] ““There will be signs in the sun, the moon, and the stars, and on the
earth distress among nations confused by the roaring of the sea and the waves.

26

People will faint from fear and foreboding of what is coming upon the world, for

the powers of the heavens will be shaken. *'Then they will see ‘the Son of Man com-
ing in a cloud” with power and great glory. “"Now when these things begin to take
place, stand up and raise your heads, because your redemption is drawing near.”
“*Then he told them a parable: “Look at the fig tree and all the trees; "'as soon as
they sprout leaves you can see for yourselves and know that summer is already near.
*1S0 also, when you see these things taking place, you know that the kingdom of
God is near. “Truly I tell you, this generation will not pass away until all things
have taken place. *'Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will not pass

away.

“*“Be on guard so that your hearts are not weighed down with dissipation and
drunkenness and the worries of this life, and that day does not catch you unexpected-
ly, "“like a trap. For it will come upon all who live on the face of the whole earth.

36

Be alert at all times, praying that you may have the strength to escape all these

things that will take place, and to stand before the Son of Man.”

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON

HYMN OF THE DAY
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"How can we thank God enough for you in return for all the joy that we feel before
our God because of you? ''Night and day we pray most earnestly that we may see
you face to face and restore whatever is lacking in your faith.

'"Now may our God and Father himself and our Lord Jesus direct our way to you.
“And may the Lord make you increase and abound in love for one another and for
all, just as we abound in love for you. '*And may he so strengthen your hearts in ho-
liness that you may be blameless before our God and Father at the coming of our
Lord Jesus with all his saints.

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.

CHILDREN'S MESSAGE Joy to tELW20Wor |

Joy to the world, the Lord is come!
Let earth receive her king;
Let ev’ry heart prepare him room
And heav’n and nature sin,
And heav’n and nature sing,
And heav’n, and heav’n and nature sing.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION ELW p. 160
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PRESENTATION

Charlotte Jo Jensen is presented for baptism by her sponsors and her baptismal
promises are made.

People of God, do you promise to support Charlotte and pray for her in her new life
in Christ?
We do.

PROFESSION OF FAITH ELW p. 229

I ask all who are gathered today to profess your faith in Christ Jesus, reject sin, and
confess the faith of the church.

Do you renounce the devil and all the forces that defy God?
I renounce them.

Do you renounce the powers of this world that rebel against God?
I renounce them.

Do you renounce the ways of sin that draw you from God?
I renounce them.

Do you believe in God the Father?
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God?

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the
Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was cruci-
fied, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose
again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and
he will come to judge the living and the dead.

Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit?
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.
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THANKSGIVING AT THE FONT ELW p. 230

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

We give you thanks, O God . . . in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever.

Amen.
BAPTISM ELW p. 230
PRAYER FOR THE PARENTS
WELCOME ELW p. 231

Let us welcome the newly baptized.

We welcome you into the body of Christ and into the mission we share: join us
in giving thanks and praise to God and bearing God's creative and redeeming
word to all the world.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. By your merciful protection alert us to
the threatening dangers of our sins, and redeem us for your life of justice, for you
live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.
CHOIR ANTHEM “Come, Follow that Star”
WORD
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.
FIRST READING Jeremiah 33:14-16
Old Testament page 572
12/02/2018 8
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"“The days are surely coming, says the LorD, when I will fulfill the promise I made
to the house of Israel and the house of Judah. "“In those days and at that time I will
cause a righteous Branch to spring up for David; and he shall execute justice and
righteousness in the land. '“In those days Judah will be saved and Jerusalem will live
in safety. And this is the name by which it will be called: “The LorD is our right-
eousness.”

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.
PSALM 25:1-10 Old Testament page 390
'"To you, O LoRD,
Il i ft up my soul
‘My God, I put my trust in you; let me not be put to shame,
nor let my enemies triumph over me.
“Let none who look to you be put to shame;
rather | et those be put to shame
‘Show me your ways, O LORbD,
and teach me your paths.
“Lead me in your truth and teach me,
for you are the God of my salvat:i
’Remember, O LORD, your compassion and love,
for they are from everlasting.
’Remember not the sins of my youth and my transgressions;

wh o

on,;

remember me according to your steadf

ness, O LORD.
“You are gracious and upright, O LoRb;
therefore you teach sinners in your way.
"You lead the lowly in justice
and teach the | owly your way.
""All your paths, O LoRD, are steadfast love and faithfulness
to those who keep your covenant and your testimonies.
SECOND READING 1 Thessalonians 3:9-13
New Testament page 159
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