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MESSIAHEEILUTHERAN

415 S, 18th St. Aurora NE 68818 www.messiahaurora.org

At Messiah, we are powered by God's Grace!
God's grace comes to us as we are.
.through that comprise the bread of Christ we share
and that gathers us into the one Body of Christ.
.through grapes that are poured out together in the Blood of Christ,
as we pour ourselves out into the world.
.through water that fills the baptismal font, washes us clean,
and embraces us as Children of God.
..through the Holy Spirit that lives within us as the breath of life
and that inspires us to live as grace-powered throughout the world.

3rd Sunday in Lent
March 15, 2020

Baptism is sometimes called en-
lightenment. The gospel for this
Sunday is the story of the man born
blind healed by Christ. I was blind,
now | see,” declares the man. In
baptism God opens our eyes to see
the truth of who we are: God's be-
loved children. As David was
anointed king of Israel, in baptism
God anoints our head with oil, and
calls us to bear witness to the light
of Christ in our daily lives.
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GATHERING
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[ | was there to hear your born-ing cry, I'll be there when you are old.

2 “When you heard the won-der of the Word I was there to cheer you on;
3 “In the mid-dle a - ges of your life, not too old, no Ion - ger young,
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I re - joiced the day you were Dbap-tized to see your life un -fold.
you were raised to praise the liv - ing Lord, to whom you now be -long.
I'lll_ be there to guide you through the night, com-plete what I've be - gun.
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1 was there when you were but a child, with a faith to suit you well;
If you find some-one to share your time and you join your hearts as one,
When the eve-ning gent-ly clos-es in and you shut your wea-ry eyes,
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in a blaze of light you wan-dered off to find where de-mons dwell.”
I'll be there to make your vers - es rhyme from dusk till ris -ing sun.”
T'll be there as I have al- ways been, with just one more sur - prise.”
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4 “I was there to hear your born-ing cry, I'll be there when you are old.
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SENDING

Go forth into the world to serve God with gladness;
be of good courage; hold fast to that which is good;
render to no one evil for evil;

strengthen the fainthearted;

support the weak;

help the afflicted;

honor all people;

love and serve God,

rejoicing in the power of the Holy Spirit.

Thanks be to God!
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BLESSING
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Almighty God, Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever.

Amen
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1 Bless-ed as-sur-ance, Je-sus is mine!Oh, what a fore-taste of glo-ry di- vine!
2 Per-fect sub-mis-sion, per-fect de-light, vi-sions of rap-ture now burst on my sight;
3 Per-fect sub-mis-sion, all is at rest;

in my Sav-ior am hap-pyand blest,
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Heir of sal-va - tion, pur-chase of God, born of his Spir-it,washed in his blood.
an - gels de-scend-ing bring from a-bove ech - oes of mer-cy, whis-pers of love.
watch-ing and wait-ing, look -ing a-bove,filled with his good-ness,lost in his love.
Refrain
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This is my sto - ry, this is my song, prais-ing my Sav -ior all the day long:
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this is my sto - ry, this is my song, prais-ing my Sav-ior all the day long.

Text: Fanny J. Crosby, 1820-1915

Music: ASSURANCE, Phoebe P. Knapp, 1830-1908
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I re-joiced the day you were bap-tized to see your life un - fold”
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Text: John C. Ylvisaker, b. 1937

Music: WATERLIFE, John C. Ylvisaker
Text and music © 1985 John Ylvisaker.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

*CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, who is present, who gives life, who calls into
existence the things that do not exist.
Amen.

If you were to keep watch over sins, O Lord, who could stand? Yet with you is for-
giveness, and so we confess.

Gracious God,

have mercy on us. We confess that we have turned away from you, knowingly
and unknowingly. We have wandered from your resurrection life. We have
strayed from your love for all people. Turn us back to you, O God. Give us new
hearts and right spirits, that we may find what is pleasing to you and dwell in your
house forever. Amen.

Receive good news: God turns to you in love. “l will put my spirit in you, and you
shall live,” says our God. All your sin is forgiven in the name of + Jesus Christ,
who is the free and abounding gift of God’s grace for you.

Amen.
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*GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy
Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

*PRAYER OF THE DAY

Merciful God, the fountain of living water, you quench our thirst and wash away our
sin. Give us this water always. Bring us to drink from the well that flows with the
beauty of your truth through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

WORD
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FIRST READING Exodus 17:1-7
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'From the wilderness of Sin the whole congregation of the Israelites journeyed by
stages, as the LORD commanded. They camped at Rephidim, but there was no water
for the people to drink. “The people quarreled with Moses, and said, “Give us water
to drink.” Moses said to them, “Why do you quarrel with me? Why do you test the
LORD?” “But the people thirsted there for water; and the people complained against
Moses and said, “Why did you bring us out of Egypt, to kill us and our children and
livestock with thirst?” “So Moses cried out to the LORD, “What shall | do with this
people? They are almost ready to stone me.” “The LORD said to Moses, “Go on ahead
of the people, and take some of the elders of Israel with you; take in your hand the
staff with which you struck the Nile, and go. °I will be standing there in front of you
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With your holy ones of all times and places, with the earth and all its creatures,
with sun and moon and stars, we praise you, O God, blessed and holy Trinity, now
and forever.

Amen.

*LORD’S PRAYER
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will
be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive
us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not
into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the pow-
er, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

COMMUNION
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COMMUNION BLESSING
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Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

*PREFACE

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy . . .we praise your name and join this life-
giving feast.

*THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE
Blessed are you, O God of the universe. . . for your Spirit poured out on all nations.
In the night in which he was betrayed. . . Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup .. . Do this for the remembrance of me.

With this bread and cup we remember our Lord’s passover from death to life
as we proclaim the mystery of faith:

Christ has died.

Christ is risen.

Christ will come again.

O God of resurrection and new life: Pour out your Holy Spirit on us and on these
gifts of bread and wine. Bless this feast. Grace our table with your presence.
Come, Holy Spirit.

Reveal yourself to us in the breaking of the bread. Raise us up as the body of Christ
for the world. Breathe new life into us. Send us forth, burning with justice, peace,
and love.

Come, Holy Spirit.
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on the rock at Horeb. Strike the rock, and water will come out of it, so that the peo-
ple may drink.” Moses did so, in the sight of the elders of Israel. "He called the place
Massah and Meribah, because the Israelites quarreled and tested the LORD, saying,

“Is the LORD among us or not?”

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM 95 ht R ¢Sadl YSy(

'Come, let us sing to the LORD; let us shout for joy to the rock of our salvation.
’Let us come before God’s presence with thanksgiving
and raise a loud shout to the LORD with psalms.
“For you, LORD, are a great God, and a great ruler above all gods.
“In your hand are the caverns of the earth;
the heights of the hills are also yours.
“The sea is yours, for you made it, and your hands have molded the dry land.
°Come, let us worship and bow down, let us kneel before the LORD our maker.
’For the LORD is our God, and we are the people of God’s pasture and the sheep
of God’s hand. Oh, that today you would hear God’s voice!
““Harden not your hearts, as at Meribah, as on that day at Massah in the desert.
“There your ancestors tested me,
0KS®& Ldzi YS 2 GKS G(Sadz (K2dAaAK GKSe@
"“Forty years | loathed that generation, saying,
‘The heart of this people goes astray; they do not know my ways.’
"Indeed | swore in my anger, ‘They shall never come to my rest.””

SECOND READING Romans 5:1-11
hif R ¢Saidl YSy

'Since we are justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus
Christ, “through whom we have obtained access to this grace in which we stand;
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and we boast in our hope of sharing the glory of God. “And not only that, but we
also boast in our sufferings, knowing that suffering produces endurance, “and en-
durance produces character, and character produces hope, “and hope does not dis-
appoint us, because God’s love has been poured into our hearts through the Holy
Spirit that has been given to us.

°For while we were still weak, at the right time Christ died for the ungodly.
’Indeed, rarely will anyone die for a righteous person—though perhaps for a good
person someone might actually dare to die. “But God proves his love for us in that
while we still were sinners Christ died for us. "Much more surely then, now that we
have been justified by his blood, will we be saved through him from the wrath of
God. "’For if while we were enemies, we were reconciled to God through the death
of his Son, much more surely, having been reconciled, will we be saved by his life.
"'But more than that, we even boast in God through our Lord Jesus Christ, through
whom we have now received reconciliation.

The word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.
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Beautiful Savior, King of creation, Son of God and Son of Man!
Truly I'd love thee, truly I'd serve thee, light of my soul, my joy, my crown.

*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION ELW p. 205
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We are turn - ing, Lord, to hear you; you are mer - ci - ful and kind —
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1 A - maz - ing grace!— how sweet the sound— that
2 “Twas  grace that taught my heart to fear, and
3 Throughman - vy dan - gers, toils, and snares I
4 The Lord has prom - ised good to me; his
5 When we've been there ten thou - sand  years, bright
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saved a wretch  like me! 1 once was  lost, but
grace my  fears re - lieved; how  pre cious did that
have al - read - vy come; tis grace  has brought me
word my  hope se - cures; he will my shield and
shin - ing as the sun, we’'ve  no less days to
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now am found; was blind, but now 1 see.
grace ap - pear the  hour I first be - lieved!
safe thus far, and grace will lead me home.
por - tion be as long  as life en - dures.
sing God’s praise than when we'd first be - gun.
Text: John Newton, 1725-1807, alt., sts. 1—-4; anonymous, st. 5
Music: NEW BRITAIN, W. Walker, Southern Harmony, 1835
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
*DIALOGUE
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
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We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of *GOSPEL John 4:5-42
the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, bSg ¢Sail Y$ Y ¥

not made, of one Being with the Father; through him all things were made. For us
and for our salvation he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit
and the virgin Mary and became truly human. For our sake he was crucified under
Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the
right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the
dead, and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the
Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apos-
tolic church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look
for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.

*PRAYER SHAWL BLESSING

We take this moment to celebrate...comfort to those who receive them.

Oh God, open our eyes so that we might see, open our ears so that we might hear
and open our minds so that we might know who is in need of your healing power
and presence. Open our hearts so that we might reach out to them. Amen

Let us pray. Loving God...hope that is offered to all of us. Amen.

*INTERCESSORY PRAYER
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The holy gospel according to John.
Glory to you, O Lord.

°[Jesus] came to a Samaritan city called Sychar, near the plot of ground that Jacob
had given to his son Joseph.®Jacob’s well was there, and Jesus, tired out by his jour-
ney, was sitting by the well. It was about noon.

’A Samaritan woman came to draw water, and Jesus said to her, “Give me a
drink.” *(His disciples had gone to the city to buy food.) “The Samaritan woman said
to him, “How is it that you, a Jew, ask a drink of me, a woman of Samaria?” (Jews
do not share things in common with Samaritans.) “Jesus answered her, “If you
knew the gift of God, and who it is that is saying to you, ‘Give me a drink,” you
would have asked him, and he would have given you living water.” “'The woman
said to him, “Sir, you have no bucket, and the well is deep. Where do you get that
living water? "“Are you greater than our ancestor Jacob, who gave us the well, and
with his sons and his flocks drank from it?” “*Jesus said to her, “Everyone who
drinks of this water will be thirsty again, “but those who drink of the water that |
will give them will never be thirsty. The water that | will give will become in them a
spring of water gushing up to eternal life.” “"The woman said to him, “Sir, give me
this water, so that | may never be thirsty or have to keep coming here to draw wa-
ter.”

"®Jesus said to her, “Go, call your husband, and come back.” "The woman an-
swered him, “I have no husband.” Jesus said to her, “You are right in saying, ‘| have
no husband’; “*for you have had five husbands, and the one you have now is not
your husband. What you have said is tru
that you are a prophet. “’Our ancestors worshiped on this mountain, but you say
that the place where people must worship is in Jerusalem.” *'Jesus said to her,
“Woman, believe me, the hour is coming when you will worship the Father neither
on this mountain nor in Jerusalem. “’You worship what you do not know; we wor-
ship what we know, for salvation is from the Jews. “’But the hour is coming, and is

19 . . .
el” “The woman said to him, “Sir, | see
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now here, when the true worshipers will worship the Father in spirit and truth, for
the Father seeks such as these to worship him. ““God is spirit, and those who wor-
ship him must worship in spirit and truth.” “"The woman said to him, “l know that
Messiah is coming” (who is called Christ). “When he comes, he will proclaim all
things to us.” “’Jesus said to her, “l am he, the one who is speaking to you.”

*’Just then his disciples came. They were astonished that he was speaking with a

woman, but no one said, “What do you want?” or, “Why are you speaking with
her?” “*Then the woman left her water jar and went back to the city. She said to
the people, “’“Come and see a man who told me everything | have ever done! He
cannot be the Messiah, can he?” *They left the city and were on their way to him.

*'Meanwhile the disciples were urging him, “Rabbi, eat something.” *’But he said

to them, “I have food to eat that you do not know about.” **

So the disciples said to
one another, “Surely no one has brought him something to eat?” *“Jesus said to
them, “My food is to do the will of him who sent me and to complete his work.
*’Do you not say, ‘Four months more, then comes the harvest’? But | tell you, look

around you, and see how the fields are ripe for harvesting. *“The reaper is already

receiving wages and is gathering fruit for eternal life, so that sower and reaper may
» 38
|

rejoice together. *’For here the saying holds true, ‘One sows and another reaps.
sent you to reap that for which you did not labor. Others have labored, and you
have entered into their labor.”

**Many Samaritans from that city believed in him because of the woman’s testi-
mony, “He told me everything | have ever done.” “’So when the Samaritans came

to him, they asked him to stay with them; and he stayed there two days. *'And

many more believed because of his word. ““They said to the woman, “It is no longer

because of what you said that we believe, for we have heard for ourselves, and we
know that this is truly the Savior of the world.”

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON
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1 What a friend we have in Je - sus, all our sins and griefs to bear!

2 Have we

tri - als and temp-ta - tions? Is

there trou-ble

an - y - where?

3 Are we weak and heav-y - lad - en, cum - bered with a load of care?
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What a priv-i-lege to car - ry ev - ’ry-thing to God in prayer!
We should nev-er be dis - cour - aged—take it to the Lord in prayer.
Pre - cious Sav-ior, still our ref - uge— take it to the Lord in prayer.
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Oh, what peace we of - ten for - feit;

Can we find a friend so faith - ful

oh, what need-lesspain we bear—

who will all

our sor-rowsshare?

Do your friends de-spise, for-sake you? Take it to the Lord in prayer.
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all be-cause we do not car - ry ev - ry-thing to God in prayer!

Je - sus knows our
his arms he’ll take and shield

In

Text: Joseph Scriven, 1820-1886
Music: CONVERSE, Charles C. Converse, 1832-1918

*NICENE CREED

ev - 'ty weak - ness—take it

you;

to
you will find a

the Lord in prayer.
so -lace there.

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of
all that is, seen and unseen.
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